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    Tip
Published Tue 19 Mar 2024

                            Copyright & Alternative Dispute Resolutions
                        
We unpack copyright infringement and disputes regarding copyright ownership or royalty entitlements








    Media
Published Tue 19 Mar 2024

                            Hosts and Musical Director announced for 2024 APRA Music Awards
                        
Tom Gleeson, Jen Cloher and Bumpy to hit the podium on 1 May. Julian Hamilton joins as Musical Director.






6
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Mon 18 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Live Stream
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and a Q&A session. Livestreaming from Melbourne on 6 April.








    Tip
Published Fri 15 Mar 2024

                            What is an ISWC and how does it help you get paid?
                        
Ensure that your musical works and metadata can be identified with the ISWC. Find out how it works with song registration and your royalties.








    Media
Published Thu 14 Mar 2024

                            Deline Briscoe and Nathan May named APRA Board Observers
                        
The songwriters and industry leaders will observe the 2024 Board meetings and business.
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        Apr
    


    Event
Published Wed 13 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Darwin
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking. 13 April, Happy Yess.
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        Apr
    


    Event
Published Wed 13 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Adelaide
                        
The Connect Sessions are your chance to learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking






13
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Wed 13 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Perth
                        
The Connect Sessions are your chance to learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking






7
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Wed 13 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Canberra
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking. 7 April, Gang Gang Cafe & Bar.








    Media
Published Tue 12 Mar 2024

                            Applications open for The Lighthouse Award 2024
                        
The $5,000 grant supports women-identifying and non-binary artist managers. In memory of the pioneering Linda Gebar.








    Story
Published Fri 8 Mar 2024

                            Announcing The Connect Sessions 2024
                        
Coming to a capital city near you, The Connect Sessions are your chance to learn from local industry pros through a panel discussion and networking session.






13
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Thu 7 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Brisbane
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking. 13 April, The Triffid.








    Media
Published Thu 7 Mar 2024

                            WGEA Reporting and APRA AMCOS Gender Pay Equity
                        
We aspire to be a best practice employer and an advocate for representation, equity and inclusion in the music industry. Read the public report in full on our website or at the WGEA site.






6
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Thu 7 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Melbourne
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking. 6 April, Music Market.






13
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Thu 7 Mar 2024

                            The Connect Sessions - Sydney
                        
Learn from local industry pros through panel discussions and networking. 13 April, APRA AMCOS Building X Ultimo.








    Media
Published Mon 4 Mar 2024

                            Thalia Skopellos (Ellatronix) to undertake NATSIMO Screen Composer Intensive
                        
The three-month Sydney-based intensive starts 1 April and explores screen composing in production settings






23
        
    
        May
    


    Event
Published Fri 1 Mar 2024

                            Insights: Understanding Your Royalty Payments
                        
Presented by Derek Cameron, Director of Distribution at APRA AMCOS






17
        
    
        Apr
    


    Event
Published Fri 1 Mar 2024

                            Insights: Performing & Releasing Other People's Music
                        
All the essentials, delivered by the APRA AMCOS Education & Outreach team








    Media
Published Wed 28 Feb 2024

                            APRA AMCOS appoints Karen Don as Head of Membership
                        
Karen Don to become Head of Membership, a promotion from her role as Director Publisher Services.








    Media
Published Tue 27 Feb 2024

                            Register for our Insights Sessions
                        
We are hosting a free virtual masterclass series for members to learn about copyright, publishing, streaming, licensing, sync and more. Kicks off 19 March
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                            Over 119,000 members use APRA AMCOS to get paid for their music

            
                    

    


    
        

        
                        
                                    

            
                
                                        

    
    


                                
        

        
    

                    
                Nat Dunn, Songwriter

“APRA have been integral to what I’ve been fortunate to have achieved career-wise and supported me on a global level. I wouldn’t be able to travel the world writing, performing, collaborating without their belief and support from the beginning of my career overseas, to now."

            

        
            



                                    

            
                
                                        

    
    


                                
        

        
    

                    
                Brendon Boney, Songwriter

“I first knew music could become a career when I got my first APRA royalty. That came in after I'd been playing pubs around Wagga, and I filled out the live Performance Reports."

            

        
            



                                    

            
                
                                        

    
    


                                
        

        
    

                    
                Amanda Brown, Composer

"As composers and musicians we don't generally have a regular income, superannuation or holiday pay. APRA has sustained me with royalties throughout my musical career."
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                                    Frequently asked questions

                
                             

        

    
    
        
                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            What does APRA AMCOS do?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        APRA AMCOS grants licences for the live performance, broadcast, communication, public playing or reproduction of its members’ musical works. APRA AMCOS then distributes the licence fees to its 119,000+ songwriter, composer and music publisher members and affiliated societies worldwide.

APRA AMCOS is the trading name of Australasian Performing Right Association Limited (APRA) and Australasian Mechanical Copyright Owners Society (AMCOS).

Learn more about what we do.

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            Why do I need an APRA AMCOS music licence?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        Firstly, it shows that your business or organisation respects and supports songwriters and composers - creators of Australian culture.

Secondly, if you use music that is protected by copyright within your business, Commonwealth legislation requires permission (a licence) from the creators of that music.

And last but not least - you benefit by using music: keeping your patrons and staff entertained, engaged and creating a better atmosphere.

Composers and music publishers generally authorise APRA AMCOS to administer their rights in Australia. Without these licences you would, for example, need to deal directly with the composers, songwriters and music publishers who own the rights in the music you wish to use.

You can get independent legal information from the Australian Copyright Council.

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            How do I find out which music licence I need?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        APRA AMCOS offers music licences for:

	TV or radio 
	Event videos
	Online
	Physical formats
	Educational institutions
	Production Music


See all licences

For films and advertisements, you can use our research service to contact the copyright owners of the musical work and sound recordings. You'll need their permission and licence to use their work. Alternatively, you can use production music.

OneMusic is a joint initiative between APRA AMCOS and PPCA that licenses public performance of musical works and sound recordings.

See all OneMusic licences

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            What's OneMusic?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        OneMusic Australia is an APRA AMCOS and Phonographic Performance Company of Australia Ltd (PPCA) joint licensing initiative launched 1 July 2019.


In Australia music creators generally authorise two organisations to administer their rights. APRA AMCOS (composers and music publishers) and PPCA (recording artists and record labels). 

OneMusic Australia offers joint public performance licences so there's no longer any need for separate licence agreements and invoices from PPCA and APRA AMCOS. OneMusic Australia allows businesses to meet copyright obligations for the public performance of musical works and sound recordings more seamlessly. 

Go to the OneMusic website.

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            How do I copyright and register my works?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        Copyright and registration are two separate things.

Copyright is free and automatic.

That's right—you don’t have to do anything to ‘get’ copyright; it's there from the moment you write down or record the song. So as soon as you create a new song or piece of music, you have copyright in it. 

Register works with APRA AMCOS.

To ensure you receive royalties when your work is played or performed, you must register your songs and compositions through the Writer Portal or App.

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            When do I get paid royalties?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        APRA pays domestic royalties every three months and processes overseas royalties monthly.

AMCOS processes royalties quarterly—within 60 days of the end of each calendar quarter, usually just before the 60th day. All amounts over $10 are paid.

Learn more about distributions.

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            Who can join APRA?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        If you write or compose your own songs, you may be eligible to join APRA. You'll also need to match one or more of the following criteria:

	You or someone else performs your songs live OR 
	Your songs are broadcast on radio or TV OR 
	Your songs are available to stream online.


You can't join if you're a member of an overseas Performing Rights Organisation. If you're in a band, only the members who write or compose music need to join.

Join today

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            Who can join AMCOS?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        Joining AMCOS is separate from joining APRA. You may want to join AMCOS if you have unpublished works released on a recording for sale to the public or reproduced in a production music recording. You can join AMCOS if: 



	You're a copyright owner of musical works;
	You don't already belong to an overseas mechanical rights organisation; 
	At least one of your works is unpublished and has been commercially reproduced eg: available on a digital music service like Spotify or Apple Music, released as a physical product by a third party, or reproduced in a production music recording.


                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            How do I log in to the Writer Portal?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        In the 'Log in' menu on the website, choose 'Songwriters and composers' and then log in to your account. Enter your email address - the one you use for APRA AMCOS correspondence. 

If it's your first time logging in, you'll receive an activation email, asking you to choose a password. Make sure you check your junk or spam if you can't see the activation email in your inbox. 
Once you've created your password you'll get access to the Writer Portal. 
View this video to see more detail, and how to reset your password. 

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            What are Performance Reports?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        If you play live at pubs, clubs, cafes, or other live music venues in Australia and New Zealand, you can get royalties for these performances by submitting a Performance Report. 

Just tell us what songs you've performed in which venues, and you could be paid for playing your original music live. Please make sure you also tell us about any covers you perform so the original songwriters can get paid too. 

You can submit your Performance Reports on-the-go via the APRA AMCOS for Music Creators App or in the Writer Portal. Download the app for free from the Apple App store, or from GooglePlay for Android. 

                    

                

                                                            
                
                    
                        
                            What is an ISRC and where can I get one?

                            

    
                        

                    

                    
                        The International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) is how your sound recordings and music video recordings are recognised wherever and whenever they're played. Adding your ISRCs to your work's registration details makes it easier for us to get you royalties quickly and accurately. However, an ISRC is not a compulsory requirement for an APRA work registration.

APRA AMCOS does not issue ISRCs, ARIA does. To find out more or apply for an ISRC, please email [email protected] or visit the ARIA website. 
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                            Become an APRA AMCOS member – it’s free!
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               APRA AMCOS acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Custodians of Country throughout Australia and pays our respects to them, their Culture and their Elders past, present and future. We also acknowledge Māori as tangata whenua and Treaty of Waitangi partners in Aotearoa New Zealand.
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                This website uses cookies to offer you relevant information and a better experience. By staying on our site, you agree to our use of cookies. Learn more.
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